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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the petition above.  

 
Police Scotland takes all reports of assault and threatening or abusive behaviour 
committed against any person in connection with their employment seriously and has 

proactively engaged with MPs, MSPs and elected members to provide security 
advice.  

 
I would note, in line with the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service submission 
in response to this petition on the 4th July 2017, that existing common law already 

provides for the prosecution of assaults and threatening or abusive behaviour 
committed against parliamentarians, their staff and their families.  

 
In terms of statutory legislation, media reporting relating to threats against 
parliamentarians often references abusive comments posted on social media (often 

referred to as ‘trolling’). You may wish to note that Police Scotland investigate these 
matters under Section127 of the Communications Act 2003.  

 
Parliamentarians may also be vulnerable to ‘fixated threats’ and the Metropolitan 
Police Service provide specialist advice to UK Police forces on the threat and risk 

posed by individuals of concern. Police Scotland investigates ‘stalking behaviour’ 
under Section 39 of the Criminal Justice & Licensing (Scotland) Act 2010 (where a 

person engages in a course of conduct on at least two occasions).  
 
In relation to threats, it is important to note that whilst individuals may have the 

intent, they may not necessarily have the capability to carry out any action. The 
introduction of statutory aggravations for assault or threats against the safety, or the 

life of parliamentarians (and their staff or families) could arguably complement the 
protective security measures implemented by Police Scotland to mitigate risk to 
Parliamentarians. 

  
I note that the proposal does not include Members of the European Parliament 

(MEP) and I am assuming they have been consciously omitted from these proposals.  

 

I hope that you find this information useful to further the Committee’s deliberations.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  


